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Based on the search results, several excellent compact pea varieties fit your needs. They are often called "dwarf" or "bush" peas and are bred specifically for their tidy, upright growth. However, while many can grow without a trellis, a bit of short support can still be helpful for stability .
Here are some of the best "no support needed" pea varieties, all of which are safe to eat fresh:
🌱 Top Compact Pea Varieties
sugar snap pea
snow pea
purple snow pea
	Variety Name
	Final Height
	Key Feature
	Support Note

	'Half Pint'
	40 cm (16 in)
	Exceptionally compact and productive; ideal for pots and balconies
	Can grow with minimal or no support

	'Bernard'
	35 cm (14 in)
	Self-supporting vines that cling together like velcro to form a neat bush
	No support needed

	'Meteor'
	35-45 cm (14-18 in)
	Very winter-hardy and compact; good for containers
	Won't need much support

	'Waverex'
	Not specified
	A dwarf, semi-bushy heirloom variety with high yields
	Can often be grown without supports

	'Garden Novella'
	Not specified
	A self-supporting dwarf pea with pods at the top for easy picking
	Requires no staking

	'Earlicrop Massey'
	Not specified
	A heavy-cropping, early-maturing dwarf variety
	Does not require a trellis to climb on

	'Greenfeast'
	Not specified
	A mid-season dwarf variety with a heavy crop of large pods
	Does not require a trellis to climb on

	Tom Thumb pea
	
	
	



💡 A Note on "No Support"
It's common for descriptions of these bush pea varieties to state that they need "minimal" or "no" support . This is true compared to pole peas, which can grow over 6 feet tall and require a strong trellis .
However, even compact plants can become top-heavy when laden with pods. You might find that providing a few short, twiggy branches or a small pea fence (up to 50 cm) is beneficial to keep them from flopping over .
🌸 Other Bush Legumes: Green Beans
If you're open to other legumes, bush varieties of green beans are also excellent space-savers. For example, the 'Blue Lake Bush 274' bean is a classic that grows in a bush form and does not need a pole or support .
I hope this list helps you find the perfect pea for your space! Are you planning to grow them in a container, a raised bed, or directly in the ground?
